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Pī‘āpā Hou
Pī‘āpā Hou (meaning “new alphabet” in Hawaiian) is an alternative alphabet for 
Hawaiian (ʻŌlelo Hawaiʻi) invented by Ben Norton. It can also be used to write other 
languages (specifically other Polynesian languages, such as Tahitian or Māori). It is 
based on the Latin alphabet conventionally used for writing Hawaiian and therefore 
includes kahakō (a macron, or diacritical mark, for long vowels) as well as the ‘okina 
(phonemic glottal stop), but the letters themselves were inspired by shapes found in 
nature upon the inventor’s first visit to the island of Kauai‘i. 

Notable features
• Type of script: alphabet
• Direction of writing: left to write, top to bottom
• Used to write: Hawaiian, and other Polynesian languages

Vowels Consonants 

A a A a [a] H h H h  [h]

E e E e [e] K k K k [k/t]

I  i I i [i] L l L l [l/ɹ/ɾ/d]

O o O o [o] M m M m [m]

U u U u  [i] N n N n [n]

B b Ā ā [aː] P p P p [p/b]

Ē ē Ē ē [eː] W w W w [w/v/ʋ]

Ī  ī Ī ī [iː] ‘ ‘ [ʔ]

Ō ō Ō ō [oː]

Ū ū Ū ū  [uː] [   ] = International Phonetic Alphabet 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phoneme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glottal_stop
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Supplementary consonants (used primarily for loan words)

D d D d [d] S s S s [s]　

F f F f [f] T t T t [t]　

G g G g [g] X x Y y [j]　

R r R r [r]　

Z z Th th [θ/ð] *written using a kahakō

The following phonemes are produced by adding an ‘okina to the letter. 

P’ p’  B b [b]　

T’ t’ Ch ch [tʃ]　

K’ k’ Sh sh [ʃ]

G’ g’   J j [dʒ]　

S’ s’ Z z [z]

D’ d’ Dj dj [ʒ]

Note: If there is in fact an ‘okina following one of the above letters, then two ‘okina 
would be written. For example, when writing the following Japanese sentence:

t’’oto ma’te kudasai. [chotto matte kudasai]

Japanese: ちょっと待ってください  /  English translation: “Please wait a moment.”
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Numbers

0 0 5 5

1 1 6 6

2 2 7 7

3 3 8 8

4 4 9 9

Symbols

.  . & & / / \  \ 
,  , ' ' " " +  +

!  ! : : ; ; =  =

? ? -  - * * $  $

[ [ ]  ] | | _  _

{ { } } <  < >  >

( ( ) ) % %  | |

‘ “ / ‘ ” ” / ’ # # @ @ Mele Mark
Used before and after 
sentences/paragraphs 
expressing traditional 
songs, poems, or chants. 
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Sample text in Pī‘āpā Hou (standard font)

Hānau kū’oko'a ‘ia nā kānaka apau loa, a ua 
kau like ka hanohano a me nā pono kīvila ma 
luna o kākou pākahi. Ua ku’u mai ka no’ono’o pono 
a me ka ‘ike pono ma luna o kākou, no laila, e 
aloha kākou kekahi i kekahi. 

Sample text in Pī‘āpā Hou (sharp font)

Hānau kū’oko'a ‘ia nā kānaka apau loa, a ua 
kau like ka hanohano a me nā pono kīvila ma 
luna o kākou pākahi. Ua ku’u mai ka no’ono’o pono 
a me ka ‘ike pono ma luna o kākou, no laila, e 
aloha kākou kekahi i kekahi. 

Sample text in Pī‘āpā Hou (slim font)

Hānau kū’oko'a ‘ia nā kānaka apau loa, a ua kau 
like ka hanohano a me nā pono kīvila ma luna o 
kākou pākahi. Ua ku’u mai ka no’ono’o pono a me ka 
‘ike pono ma luna o kākou, no laila, e aloha 
kākou kekahi i kekahi. 

Sample text in Pī‘āpā Hou (thin font)

Hānau kū’oko'a ‘ia nā kānaka apau loa, a ua kau 
like ka hanohano a me nā pono kīvila ma luna o 
kākou pākahi. Ua ku’u mai ka no’ono’o pono a me ka 
‘ike pono ma luna o kākou, no laila, e aloha kākou 
kekahi i kekahi. 

Sample text in standard Hawaiian
Hānau kū'oko'a 'ia nā kānaka apau loa, a ua kau like ka hanohano a me nā pono kīvila 
ma luna o kākou pākahi. Ua ku'u mai ka no'ono'o pono a me ka 'ike pono ma luna o 
kākou, no laila, e aloha kākou kekahi i kekahi.

Translation
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights)
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Font for Pī‘āpā Hou (“Kauai”) [full list of characters]

A A a a Ā a ā ā   
B B b b Ē Ē  ē ē

C C c c Ī Ī ī ī

D D d d Ō Ō ō ō

E E e e Ū V ū ū

F F f f 0 0 : :

G G g g 1 1 ; ;

H H h h 2 2 -  -

I I i i 3 3 * * 

J J j j 4 4 & &

K  K  k k 5 5 @ @

L L l l 6 6 {  { 

M M m m 7 7  } }

N N n n 8 8  ( (

O O o o 9 9  ) )

P P p p .  .  \ \

Q Q q q ,  ,  / /

R R r r !  !  + +  

S S s s ? ?  = = 

T T  t t [ [  $ $  
U U u u ] ]  % % 

V V v v # #  _ _  
W W w w ' '  < <

X X x x " "  > >

Y Y y y ” / ’  ”  | |

Z  Z  z  z  “ / ‘ ‘   [‘okina] 
*Words written in red are duplicates to simplify typing vowels with macrons. 

This public domain and downloadable for 
free from the following link and/or QR code:


http://2ttf.com/TALkHTCx
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Font for Pī‘āpā Hou (“Kauai (sharp)”) [full list of characters]

A A a a Ā a ā ā   
B B b b Ē Ē  ē ē

C C c c Ī Ī ī ī

D D d d Ō Ō ō ō

E E e e Ū V ū ū

F F f f 0 0 : :

G G g g 1 1 ; ;

H H h h 2 2 -  -

I I i i 3 3 * * 

J J j j 4 4 & &

K  K  k k 5 5 @ @

L L l l 6 6 {  { 

M M m m 7 7  } }

N N n n 8 8  ( (

O O o o 9 9  ) )

P P p p .  .  \ \

Q Q q q ,  ,  / /

R R r r !  !  + +  

S S s s ? ?  = = 

T T  t t [ [  $ $  
U U u u ] ]  % % 

V V v v # #  _ _  
W W w w ' '  < <

X X x x " "  > >

Y Y y y ” / ’  ”  | |

Z  Z  z  z  “ / ‘ ‘   [‘okina] 
*Words written in red are duplicates to simplify typing vowels with macrons.

This public domain and downloadable for 
free from the following link and/or QR code:


http://2ttf.com/KcYn5jFK

http://2ttf.com/KcYn5jFK
http://2ttf.com/KcYn5jFK
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Font for Pī‘āpā Hou (“Kauai (slim)”) [full list of characters]

A  A a a Ā a ā ā   

B B b b Ē Ē  ē ē

C C c c Ī Ī  ī ī

D D d d Ō Ō ō ō

E E e e Ū V ū ū

F F f f 0 0 : :

G G g g 1 1 ; ;

H H h h 2 2 -  -

I I i i 3 3 * * 

J J j j 4 4 & &

K  K  k k 5 5 @  @

L L l l 6 6 {  { 

M M m m 7 7  } }

N N n n 8 8  ( (

O O o o 9 9  ) )

P P p p .  .  \ \

Q Q q q ,  ,  / /

R R r r !  !  + +  

S S s s ? ?  = = 

T T  t t [ [  $ $  
U U u u ] ]  % % 

V V v v # #  _ _ 
W W w w ' '  < <

X X x x " "  > >

Y Y y y ” / ’  ”  | |

Z  Z  z  z  “ / ‘ ‘   [‘okina] 
*Words written in red are duplicates to simplify typing vowels with macrons.

This public domain and downloadable for 
free from the following link and/or QR code:


http://2ttf.com/RftEINWA

http://2ttf.com/RftEINWA
http://2ttf.com/RftEINWA
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Font for Pī‘āpā Hou (“Kauai (thin)”) [full list of characters]

A  A a a Ā a ā ā   

B B b b Ē Ē  ē ē

C C c c Ī Ī  ī ī

D D d d Ō Ō ō ō

E E e e Ū V ū ū

F F f f 0 0 : :

G G g g 1 1 ; ;

H H h h 2 2 -  -

I I i i 3 3 * * 

J J j j 4 4 & &

K  K  k k 5 5 @  @

L L l l 6 6 {  { 

M M m m 7 7  } }

N N n n 8 8  ( (

O O o o 9 9  ) )

P P p p .  .  \ \

Q Q q q ,  ,  / /

R R r r !  !  + +  
S S s s ? ?  = = 

T T  t t [ [  $ $  
U U u u ] ]  % % 

V V v v # #  _ _ 

W W w w ' '  < <

X X x x " "  > >

Y Y y y ” / ’  ”  | |

Z  Z  z  z  “ / ‘ ‘   [‘okina] 
*Words written in red are duplicates to simplify typing vowels with macrons. 

This public domain and downloadable for 
free from the following link and/or QR code:


http://2ttf.com/UeQKrwKB
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Y Y y y ” / ’  ”
Z Z z z “ / ‘  ‘ [‘okina]

*Words written in red are duplicates to simplify typing vowels with macrons.

 

•Ke kula
ki’eki’e

•lū’au

•nā      
 lawelawe  
 hale pule

•nā      
 lawelawe  
 hale pule

•lū’au
ki’eki’e

•Ke kula

makena 
anuenue 

[‘Oa ‘oa 32]

[‘Oa ‘oa 28]

•nā      
 ‘aha’aina  
•nā      
 ‘aha’aina  

Ianual2
2019

Ianual2
2019

[‘Oa ‘oa 5-8]

[‘Oa ‘oa 32]

[‘Oa ‘oa 28]

[‘Oa ‘oa 5-7]

Puk
e 

kūik
awāPuk
e 

kūik
awā

No ka Hō’ole ‘ana o  
Kā’eokūlani i ke Noi a  
Kalanikūpule 

No ka Hō’ole ‘ana o  
Kā’eokūlani i ke Noi a  
Kalanikūpule 

@Ho’opau i  
luna@
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                      a hope iho o kēlā kū ‘ana o    
                       Kāpena Wanekoua ma Maui, 
a hui maika‘i me Kahekili, ke ali‘i 
‘ai moku o Maui, ua launa maika‘i loa 
lāua me ia ali‘i ko‘iko‘i o Hawai‘i 
nei, a i ka hala ‘ana o kekahi mau 
lā o ka launa maika‘i ‘ana ma 
waena o Wanekoua me Kahekili, ua 
h a ‘ a l e l e i h o l a ‘ o K ā p e n a 
Wanekoua iā Maui, a ‘o kona holo nō ia 
nēo Kahiki.  

Ma hope mai o ia mau lā, ua 
ho‘ouna akula ‘o Kahekili i kāna 
keiki iā Kalanikūpule, e holo i 
Kaua‘i e hui ai me Kā‘eokūlani, ko 
Kahekili kaikaina, a ua kau 
akula ‘o ia ma luna o kekahi moku i 
kapa ‘ia kona inoa ‘o P’utterworths, 
a ‘o Kāpena Baraunu ka inoa o ke 
sdfsda ua 

5

kāpena. He moku Pelekāne nō kēia, 
a ua ‘ōlelo ‘ia ma muli kā o kēia 
moku i kapa ‘ia ai kekahi pā hale 
ma Honolulu ‘o Pokalale, a e waiho 
ana ia pā hale ma ke alanui 
Kamika, a e kokoke ana ho‘i i ke 
kihi o ke alanui Hōkele. ‘O ka po‘e 
kahiko nō paha kai maopopo i kēlā 
pā i ka wā kahiko o Honolulu.  

‘O ke kumu o kēia holo o 
Kalanikūpule i Kaua‘i e hui ai me 
Kā‘eokūlani, no ka ho‘ohui ‘ana paha 
i k o l ā k o u i k a i k a k ū ‘ ē i ā 
Kamehameha, ‘oiai, ua lohe ‘ia ua 
lako pū nō ‘o Kā‘eokūlani i nā mea 
kaua o nā haole, a he mau moku nō ho‘i 
e hiki ai ke kōkua pū mai i ke kaua 
‘ana iā Kamehameha. Ma muli o ka 
h i l i n a ‘ i n ō o K a h e k i l i i ā 
Kā‘eokūlani, kona kaikaina, ua koi 
akula ‘o ia iā Kā‘eokūlani e ho‘i 
mai e noho ali‘i ma Maui, a ‘o 
Kahekili ho‘i me kā lāua keiki ‘o 
Kalanikūpule, e ho‘i lāua e 
mālama iā O‘ahu, ‘oiai, ua lilo ho‘i ‘o 
O‘ahu iā Kahekili ia manawa. 

Ua hō‘ike pū akula nō ho‘i ‘o 
Kahekili i kona mana‘o i kona pōki‘i 
Kā‘eokūlani e noho like lākou, a e 
kōkua aku a kōkua mai, ‘oiai, inā 
lākou e noho like ‘ole, a laila, e 
komo mai ana ‘o Kamehameha a hō‘oā 
a‘e i ko lākou noho aloha pū ‘ana. Ua 
‘ae maila ‘o Kā‘eokūlani i kēia 
mana‘o o kona kaikua‘ana haku, a ua 
ho‘i ‘i‘o nō ‘o ia e noho ma Maui ia mau 
lā. 

Ma hope mai o kēia hui ‘ana o 
Kalanikūpule me Kā‘eokūlani, ka 
mō‘ī o Kaua‘i, ua ho‘i ‘i‘o maila nō ‘o 
Kā‘eokūlani a noho ma Maui, a lilo 
a‘ela ‘o ia i ali‘i ‘ai moku no nā Hono

No ka Hō’ole ‘ana o 
Kā’eokūlani i ke Noi a 

Kalanikūpule 

No ka Hō’ole ‘ana o 
Kā’eokūlani i ke Noi a 

Kalanikūpule 

MM
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mākaukau kēia mau koa o Maui nei e 
holo aku i Hawai‘i, a e uku aku ho‘i i 
nā pilikia a ka po‘e Hawai‘i i luku 
hala ‘ole ai i ko Maui po‘e ma kēlā 
kaua ‘o Kepaniwai o ‘īao. "  

H o ‘ i m a i l a k a ‘ e l e l e 
Kamohomoho me ka nele o kāna 
huaka‘i a hō‘ea i Lahaina, a i ka 
malu ‘ulu o Lele i ka mālie, ua hui 
ihola ‘o ia me Kauna‘oa, me Ka‘aione, 
a me Kawai‘ōhelo, ‘o ia nā ali‘i 
mālama koa ma Lahaina . Ua 
ho‘ākāka akula ‘o Kamohomoho i ka 
mana‘o o kāna huaka‘i i hō‘ea ai i 
Maui, ma muli o ka makemake o ke 
Ali‘i Kalanikūpule i mau koa holo i 
O‘ahu. I ka lohe ‘ana o kēia mau 
ali‘i mālama koa i ka mana‘o o kēia 
kauoha a ko lākou ali‘i ho‘oilina 
mai ka Mō‘ī Kahekili mai, ua 
ho‘oholo ihola lākou, e lawe aku mai 
Lahaina aku, a mai nā wahi ho‘i e 
pili koke mai ana iā Lahaina, e 
lawe i mau koa i O‘ahu, a he ‘ekolu 
nō ho‘i lau koa e lawe ai no O‘ahu. 
Ua pono ia i ko lākou mana‘o me ka 
nānā ‘ole aku i ka mana‘o ‘ae ‘ole o 
Kā‘eokūlani, ka mō‘ī e ho‘omalu ana 
iā Maui ia mau lā.  

Ho‘i maila ‘o Kamohomoho me 
kēlā mau ali‘i mālama koa o Maui, a 
me kēlā mau lau koa ho‘i ‘ekolu i 
lawe pū ‘ia mai no O‘ahu, a i ka hui 
‘ana o Kamohomoho me Kalanikūpule 
ma Waikīkī , ua hō‘ike akula ‘o 
Kamohomoho i nā ‘ōlelo ‘au‘a koa a 
Kā‘eokūlani i kama‘ilio mai ai iā 
ia no kēlā mana‘o ho‘i koa o 
Kalanikūpule. a I ka lohe ‘ana o 
Kalanikūpule i kēlā mau ‘ōlelo a 
sdf

6 a Pi’ilani. Ia manawa ho‘okahi nō 
na‘e e mau ana nō ka noho mō‘ī ‘ana o 
Kā‘eokūlani no ka mokupuni ‘o Kaua‘i, 
no laila, he ‘elua mau mokupuni nui e 
ho‘omalu ‘ia ana e kēia hoahānau o 
Kahekili ma O‘ahu, a ma hope koke 
nō o ia manawa, ‘oiai nō ho‘i ‘o Maui ma 
lalo nō ia o Kā‘eokūlani, ulu a‘ela 
ka mana‘o i loko o Kalanikūpule e 
noi aku iā Kā‘eokūlani e ho‘ouna hou 
mai i mua koa o Maui i O‘ahu, a e 
ho‘omāhuahua ana ho‘i i ka ikaika 
kaua o Kalanikūpule, ‘oiai, ua 
mana‘o ihola nō ‘o ia he lā nō e hō‘ea 
mai ana, a e holo a‘e ana nō ‘o 
Kamehameha e kaua iā ia ma O‘ahu, 
n o l a i l a , h o ‘ o u n a a k u l a ‘ o 
Kalanikūpule i kāna ‘elele 
punahele, ‘o ia ho‘i ‘o Kamohomoho e 
hele a hui aku me Kā‘eokūlani e 
noho ho‘omalu ana iā Maui ia mau lā. 
Penei ka mo‘olelo o Kalanikūpule 
ma kēia ho‘ouna ‘ana i kēlā ‘elele 
punahele āna.  
 " E hele ‘oe a hui aku me ke 
Ali‘i Kā‘eokūlani, a kama‘ilio aku 
iā ia i kēia mau ‘ōlelo i ke ali‘i 
makua kāne o‘u. Eia he mau koa 
kahiko o Maui e noho nei ma O‘ahu nei 
i kēia mau lā, a ua makemake e ho‘i 
aku i ka ‘āina, a e ‘ike i ko lākou 
mau ‘ohana ma hope. E ‘olu‘olu mai ho‘i, 
e ke ali‘i, e ho‘ouna mai i ‘elua lau 
koa me ia ma Maui i kēia manawa, a 
‘o kēia mau koa kahiko ho‘i o Maui i 
lawe ‘ia mai e ku‘u makua kāne i 
O‘ahu nei, e ho‘i aku ho‘i lākou i Maui. 
 " I ka hō‘ea ‘ana o Kamohomoho i 
mua o Kā‘eokūlani ma Maui, a hō‘ike 
akula i nā ‘ōlelo a kona haku ali‘i 
i mua o Kā‘eokūlani, ua kūlou ihola 
ke po‘o o Kā‘eokūlani i lalo, a 
hala he manawa, a laila, kama‘ilio 
maila ‘o ia i kēia mau ‘ōlelo i ka 
‘elele a Kalanikūpule: 

" E ho‘i ‘oe a ‘ōlelo aku i ke 
A l i ‘ i K a l a n i k ū p u l e , A l i ’ i 
Kalanikūpule, ‘a‘ohe ‘ae o nā koa e 
holo aku i O‘ahu. Inā i Hawai‘i ke 
alahele e holo ai, a laila, ua 
mākaukau kēia mau koa o Maui nei e 
holo aku
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7 Kalanikūpule. a I ka lohe ‘ana o 
Kalanikūpule i kēlā mau ‘ōlelo a 
kā na ‘elele Kamohom oh o , ua 
kama‘ilio a‘ela ‘o ia i kēia mau 
‘ōlelo me ka hunāhunā ‘ole iho:  

" Kupaianaha nō kā ho‘i ka 
‘ōlelo a kēia ali‘i a Kahekili i 
ho‘onoho aku ai i Maui, ua lohe like 
nō ho‘i kākou i nā ‘ōlelo a ku‘u makua 
kāne i ho‘ouna ai ia‘u e ki‘i iā 
Kā‘eokūlani i Kaua‘i. Ua hō‘ike 
a‘ela ‘o ia i kona mana‘o e noho like 
kākou, a inā ho‘i e noi aku kekahi i 
ka mea kūpono, a laila, e hā‘awi mai 
ho‘i kekahi, a e ‘ōlelo aku ho‘i 
kekahi i kona mana‘o, a laila, e 
ho‘olohe mai ho‘i kekahi ia mau 
‘ōlelo maika‘i. ‘O ka‘u na‘e e 
ho‘omaopopo nei ma kēia mau ‘ōlelo 
āu i ho‘i mai nei a hō‘ike i nā ‘ōlelo 
a ke ali‘i, a Kahekili, aia kā 
‘a‘ole ona ho‘okō i ka ‘ōlelo a ka 
mea i hala i waiho mai ai i waena o 
kākou. "  

@ I luna lā, i luna 
Nā manu o ka lewa 
I lalo lā, i lalo 
Nā pua o ka honua 
I uka lā, i uka 
Nā ulu lā‘au 

I kai lā, i kai 
Nā i‘a o ka moana  

Ha‘ina mai ka puana  
A he nani ke ao nei @  

Hawai’i Hawai’i 

Maui Maui Lbna’i Lbna’i 

Moloka’i Moloka’i 
O’ahu O’ahu 

Kaua’i Kaua’i 

Ni’ihau Ni’ihau 

Kaho’olaweKaho’olawe

@ I luna lā, i luna 
Nā manu o ka lewa 
I lalo lā, i lalo 
Nā pua o ka honua 
I uka lā, i uka 
Nā ulu lā‘au 

I kai lā, i kai 
Nā i‘a o ka moana  

Ha‘ina mai ka puana  
A he nani ke ao nei @  
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Link/QR to YouTube video of a scene from “Lilo & Stitch” with Pī‘āpā Hou subtitles:
http://y2u.be/mGHPFqS1jPc


