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Workbook for‘
Weébaxu Ni

-Decorative Alphabet for Omaha—-Ponca-

Wagatha’ Bachi

Wébaxu Ni / Umo6"ho"-Pa"ka

(Nnendn| Nanfun
Wl Nl - SwuvoRio-Rinean

Created by Ben Norton

(July 2019)

Note: Weébaxu Ni is a decorative alphabet invented for the Omaha-Ponca language. It's not meant t
replace the Um6"ho" Nation Public School’s spelling system, but simply reimagine the written language.
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NN Bb
Zip chen
Ww bd
NN Gg
RN Hh
NI Jj

A Kk

4M mm
sA4th N
ﬁh Pp

ﬁd Qq
WA ww

RN Xx
<I¢I1 7z
<ilp zha

£
2 i
o il
A
%
Z W
% |

[ ] = International Phonetic Alphabet

Ss [s]
Shsh [f]

Snsn  [sn]

Sksk  [sk]
Stst  [st]
Tt [1]

Thth  [1]

This letter is called iazhi (meaning “to be silent”)
and is used in front of vowels to capitalize them.
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[ ] = International Phonetic Alphabet
Consonants (aspirated)

Zidln creer
A Kk [k
NI Pp o [p]
Zin T

Consonants (tense)

al él K’ k’ [k] (sometimes written as “kk”)

§I hl P’ p, [I“)] (sometimes written as “pp”)
ZI *I Tt [/.[.] (sometimes written as “tt”)

Auxiliary Symbols
These auxiliary symbols are called masho"pagtho” (meaning “feathered headdress” in Omaha—Ponca)
and alter the pronunciation of consonants or vowels depending on their length and position.

I superscript h (") for aspirated consonants, superscript n (") for vowels [masho" = feather]

apostrophe (') tense consonants, acute diacritic (") for vowels [ibe = tail feather]

combination of an acute diacritic (") and superscript n (") [hi"gpé = under feather]

glottal stop [?] [*] [agthu = wing]

separates root words from suffixes [biskuba = mark by pressing, lying on, or sitting on for a long time]
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Vowels

a

e

—

[a]
[e]
[i]
[o]
[u]

[oa]
[oe]
[0i:]
[001]

[ou!]

Macron & Circumflex
Vowel length, intonation, and inflection are all significant when communicating in Omaha—Ponca.
Accordingly, some orthographies include macrons (7) to show that a word was historically composed of
two original vowels (or pronounced long) and circumflexes () to show rising or falling intonation. Wébaxu
Ni does not make these specific distinctions, however, if one wishes to use such diacritics, they can be
written in the following manner (using the vowel “0” as an example”). [1]

o

n

o

[1 M ] [ibe nd"ba= two tail feathers] n II

[0]

[agthu n6"ba= two wings]

[ ] = International Phonetic Alphabet

[a"]
[e"]
[i"]
[o7]
[u]

[0ar"]
[oex7]
[o1z7]
[002]

[ou:n]

AN
(0) [0 In] [hi"gpé nd"ba= two under feathers]

An ~
O [On] [masho" nd"ba= two feathers]
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[ ] = International Phonetic Alphabet

Supplementary Consonants (used mostly for loanwords)

S Lo A Thin [0] s
NINI Fio[f NNl vy

M ra [ro] III'I ya [jo]
IN re [re N ve el
M i [r] W oy
0 ro [rou] o yo oo
Il ru [ru] Illl yu [ju]

Supplementary Vowels (used mostly for loanwords)

i oar (]
Nl er e
" (T
i or [or

Illl ur [usr]

[agthu ki masho" wéno"b6" = second wing and feather]
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Notes:
- There are many other suffixes in Omaha—Ponca that could be given logograms

LOgOg rams (articles) in Wébaxu Ni, but this reference material only contains the following.

- “the (non-living)” articles are all written with a dot underneath.
« { } = keyboard shortcut

“the (living)” “the (non-living)”

lh [Jhl] ak"a / ak"a [akhé”] one subject {7} l_h the / t"é tall / vertical / group / idea {4}

Y/

X )N

4 / /
ama / ama more than one subject {8} é ge scattered / many groups

all over / different ones {a}

more than one minor

thonkha / thonkhé subjects or living being .A thon / thén round / self-contained /

who is acted on {0} symmetrical {a}

thi”khe /thlnkhé one minor subject or living é khe / khé long / flat / horizontal /

being who is acted on {9} deceased {a}

ma more than one minor subjects or
living being who is acted on {@}

Logograms (particles)

N N X

M M -X>->-N N

te / tte / tta potential particle {&}
a! command particle (woman speaking casually) {£}

a? question particle (man or woman speaking)* {®}

*Commonly followed by a period since the question mark is implied.

ga! command particle (man speaking casually) {¥}
ho! command particle (man speaking formally) {;}
he emphatic particle (woman making statement) {€}
ha emphatic particle (man making statement) {;}
azhi / azhi negating particle (one person) {¢}

bazhi / bazhi negating particle (more than one person) {©}

*For commands that are gender

EI mazhi / mazhi negating particle (general) neutral, such as those written on

signage, the following combination of
logograms (using biskuba) is standard.

A2 -alga
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Logograms (cultural)
The Umého" Hiuthuga (Great Tribal Circle) consists of ten major clans: five clans to the south are
designated mother earth people, while the five clans to the north comprise of father sky people. [1] The
following logograms represent these clans when accompanied by biskuba (-).

Sky People

'H' Mothikagaxe § QOMIPANRNGINK ¢ 'H' koze JPAOUANK o)

-H-
-H-
-H-
-E-
-H{-
-E-
-E-
-E-
-E-

Teside YZNNAMIANK ()

Tapa J2NRINK ()

ricézhide YNNI lmANK o)
rshtasorda YNmpuniNao~nk

Earth People

B e Ynlfuniank o
- Horga JIRIOIRNK 1)

B oo ) R IZ TN )
B wesnrene SRk o

Usni-athathisho" [North] NUNkl=mjmwpon (ShuNananl-mjnifurfhon)

Oba | Mi U'étho'ba-ta [East] 5Llu|r§ln ul
Mo"shté Nakada-tathisho" [South] @mr”:l

Mi Ithé Thé [West] q MIJNI 4N| (6}

Hdthuga [“All have a voice”] raUMUhHJ )

.r
Iesi

vl ulMoiRn-n o
yanl Nunlzanuan-vhnljudhon )

lapa

& /\;\
& Sky People ' I"shtaso"da

A
|

Location of the Pole during the He'dewacl

A i S vrhiTehtn
Karth People < Werhi'shte

fthe Sadred
White Buffalo Hide ‘\\
< ¥ & A N
L . g \ \/" I"kesabe
| 4 1\
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Punctuation

. . [period] » & [and] (mostly used in titles)
I y [comma] E $ [dollar sign]

y ' [exclamation mark] / o/o [percentage sign]

» ? [question mark]

Symbols

( [left round bracket] ) [right round bracket]

[ [left square bracket]* ] [right square bracket]*

< [less-than sign] = [greater-than sign]

/ [slash] \ [backslash]

I [vertical bar] __ [underscore]

“ [left double quotation mark] ” [right double quotation mark]

e DN N7 N &
G\ —P 2. 27T ¥

{ [left curly bracket]** } [right curly bracket]**

*Square brackets are used when referring to clans or tribes.
**Curly brackets are used for text that is meant to be sung.

Numbers

Wébaxu Ni uses Arabic numerals (the same that are used internationally). However, numbers can also be
written formally by omitting the biskiba symbol from cultural logograms (see page #8).

Hi W2 ns Az ds
He d7 Hs Ho Ho

E 50 }H 100 Hl 1,000 Hi 1,000,000 E 1,000,000,000
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(DA Match the Wébaxu Ni consonants to the corresponding letters.

ﬁh. e Nn

ﬁ h . e Ww
KK . 72

A™m. S. e Thih
2N " Bb
AN .Gg
< b .Hh
Zh . iazhi
A . Kk

e Mm

BLI . eSS

AN
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(DB Match the Wébaxu Ni consonents to the corresponding letters.
AN «Pp

<. o
ZRZP . X X
KiK. i

(DC Match the Wébaxu Ni consonants to the corresponding letters.

ZH. e SN sn
< . . Stst
2R P . Sk sk
2. . Ch ch
2\ . . Sh sh
2 1h . . Zh zh
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@ Match the Wébaxu Ni vowels to the corresponding letters.

n ® .i
o . :
. .o

@ Transcribe the following from Wébaxu Ni into the Umého" Nation Public School’s spelling system.

Uppercase lowercase English

§I1 Nﬂ Nose / nose

Pa pa
1. ﬁM ﬁM Teeth / teeth
2. BLIH n Arms / arms
3. &M l‘{dM Feet / feet

4. BLIM U Mouth / mouth
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@ Match the Wébaxu Ni vowels (with auxiliary symbols) to the corresponding letters.

.. i

u . 0 a"
ar . e a

ur . .

—

n . e O
NI . o €
| I e U
1] I o U
ul . o €

N [ ] [ ] l:l
M [ ] [ ] én
u [ ] [ ] é.n
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® Transcribe the following from Wébaxu Ni into the Umé"ho" Nation Public School’s spelling system.

Uppercase

Sanp{hcml

Nonshki

1. SNl

lowercase

apfeau

nonshki

2. S0y ein

MILAINI

3. Shmfaudan

Nuon|min

4. Ammlan

i

5. 2NN

NumEiulLa

6. ZAUlLAN

IINY

7. 0NNl

Nauluan

YN

English

Head / head

Face / face

Hair / hair

Eyes / eyes

Ears / ears

Chin / chin

Front neck / front next

Hands / hands
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®A Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

Bb
Gg
Hh
Kk
Mm
Nn
W w
Zz
Ss
Tt
Th th

jazhi

N N
N X
RN
ZR%
(@Y

— Q
AN A\

N

AN

—
A

N

NN Bb

NN cg

NN Hh

A A Kk

* This letter is called iazhi (meaning “to be silent”)
and is used in front of vowels to capitalize them.



Page 16 of 51

®B Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

pd W WNwW D
JjoooRR NN
Pp NN NN Py
Qq @m0 AA g
xx R NN xx
®C Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

cheh X 2 Y choen

zhzh Sfh

N
o~

1 Zh zh

shsh eafp 1 Sh sh
%PJSnsn

Z\LJ Sk sk

Sn sn & NN O

= =
M
-

j
J

= =
b |

1 St st
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@A Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

a n 7 0 a
e N o N e
T A ) I
o 0 0 o
u U O u

@B Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

aa mo 0O
e N 0 NI en
A | R /| T2
o m I O on

WA || il O en
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@C Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

a n o 0O a
e N0 e
| N ||
o o « o &
a ul o o«

@D Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

a nou o 0 a
e N U N e
AR I ||
o O U Q o
o o ouo_ O
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®A Match the words to the corresponding meanings.

ma o o ONe minor subject or living
being who is acted on

ama /ama ° e more than one subject

more than one minor subjects
or living being who is acted on

thok"a / tho"k"é

[ ]
‘,

thi"k"e / thi"k"é

° ® one subject
akha / akhé [akhé”] o o long / flat / horizontal /
deceased

the / t"é ° e tall / vertical / group / idea

e scattered / many groups /
g ¢ ® all over / different ones

n An more than one minor subjects or

thO / thO ¢ ¢ living being who is acted on
khe / khé o ¢ found/ self-contained /

symmetrical
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@B Match the Wébaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the corresponding meaning.

“the (living)”
S e ama/ama

Lo T « Ma

. o tho"k"a / tho'k"e
. o thi"k"e / thi"k"é

. ak"a / ak"a [aka"]
“the (non-living)”

° e ge
° e tho" / tho"

° o the / t"é

=N XN FF XN NKX

. « k'e / k"é
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@®C Match the words to the corresponding meanings.

te / tte / tta 0\\ e question particle (man or woman speaking)
a! ° e command particle (man speaking formally)
a? ° e emphatic particle (man making statement)
ga! ° e command particle (man speaking casually)
hO! ° ® negating particle (general)

he . " potential particle

ha ° ® negating particle (more than one person)
azhi / azhi ° e negating particle (one person)

bazhi / bazhi

emphatic particle (woman making statement)

mazhi / mazhi e« e command particle (woman speaking casually)
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®D Match the Wébaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the corresponding meanings.

o te / tte / tta

be

A

A . « azhi/ azhi

A . . he

2 . « ha

h . . ga!

@ . o ho!

A . e a?

A . « mazhi / méazhi

X

« bazhi / bazhi
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©A Trace and write the following logograms (symbols) in Wébaxu Ni.

aka / ak'a h W akha / akna

one subject
ama /ama /R é ama / ama

more than one subject

tho'k'a /tho'k"é¢ A A thorkha / thorkhé

more than one minor subjects
or living being who is acted on

. . 7 ﬂ / M . . -

thik'e /thike 24 /7 thinkhe / thinkhé
one minor subject or living being
who is acted on

ma 1 A ma
more than one minor subject or
living being who is acted on

©B Trace and write the following logograms (symbols) in Wébaxu Ni.

the / té h o W the /e

_— ’
tall / vertical / group / idea

ge A :4] /J ge

scattered / many groups /
all over / different ones

tho" / thg" A A thon/thon

round / self-contained /
symmetrical

ke / khé h A kel kné
’ ’ long / flat / horizontal /
deceased
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@0A Match the Wébaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the corresponding meanings.

Sky People
o, . I'k'ézhide
H-. o I'shtaso"da
_H_ . . Tesi'de
-H-. . Mo thi"kagaxe
'H' . » Tapa

Earth People
'H' . « HO"ga
-#-. . Wézhi'shte
'H' . « I'k"ésabe
'FH' . » Thatada

-o-. . Ké'ze



Page 25 of 51

(0B Match the Wébaxu Ni words to the Uma"ho" Nation Public School’s spelling system’s equivalent.

Sky People
ST ZIDAL AT G « Tapa
ZNNAH[LAINK . . Ishtasoda
ZI‘INI‘I"( . . Mo"thi"kagaxe

p NIZITI1 | :TTNTY G « Tesi'de
p NI 17 N NITETTON G . I'k'ézhide

N, N2 N2 N2 Nz

Earth People

) IZI T ¢ : . I'k'ésabe
Y &nhfunink : . Ké'ze
RiopRink : . Thatada
)

)

NICANIRIN : . Ho"ga
AT TP VT QR . Wézhi"shte
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@9C Match the Wébaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the Wébaxu Ni word.

o .. o » k| uduninaonink
n-. » YNk

- R HEANINEINK
- . Znanlk

- B P XTIZIT TN
-H-. p - Nanldaniank

- o YOAINI  rnfan
" . Yok

-A-. . Panjan

-o-. » YNk
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(DA Trace and write the following logograms (symbols) in Wébaxu Ni.

Sky People
] _H_ B _X_ )
Mo"thi"kagaxe (@ Monthinkagaxe
Y Cionfueanixneing
. _H_ U _X_ ;
Tesi"de I Tesinde
p AT TN ¢
g1 :
Tapa panlne 'X' Tapa
Y2Znranlk
L)
I"k"ézhide 'H' RAN 'X' Inkhézhide
kel vk
8]
I"shtaso"da 'H' A 'X' Inshtasonda

Yok pudniN ik
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(DB Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.
Earth People

0
Ko'ze " R~ Korze
Y ZT
0l
Thatada - -X- Thatada
Yanlfanuank
g
Ho"ga 'H' T 'X' Honga
Y2Znranlk
m
I"krésabe -H- K- Inkrésabe
Phmczinnran
L)
Wézhi"shte _H_ o —X— Wezhinshte

Al unk



Page 29 of 51

DC Match the English words to the Umétho" Nation Public School’s spelling system’s equivalent

North ... « HUthuga

East . « Mo"shté Nakada-tathisho"
South . . Mi Ithé Thé

West . . Usni-athathisho”

“All have a voice” e « O'ba | Mi U’éthoba-ta

DD Match the Wébaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the corresponding meanings.

'%H' . « Usni-athathisho"

-8-. . O"ba | Mi U'éthoba-ta
-B-. . Mo"shté Nakada-tathisho"
'E' . « Huthuga

-B-. . Mi Ithé Thé
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@A Match the Wébaxu Ni words to the Umého” Nation Public School’s spelling system’s equivalent.
ohuu fl=r e o . o Mi Ithé Thé

hoRan ul ~aul unlfosRn-hn . « Usni-athathisho”
Qompdunl Nanleanan-anlwpo « Mo"shté Nakada-tathisho"
Qul winl ol . « Huthuga

[ Ruljuxn . « O'ba | Mi U'étho'ba-ta
@B Match the Webaxu Ni logograms (symbols) to the Wabaxu Ni words.

-th- . o Saurf-mfffo

-B-. o NojRan ul vl u|nionRin-ihn

-B-. o TRubjuin

-H-. o Lol Nanleanuan-anlfuhon
-8-. o ol wipl o
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@2C Trace and write the following logograms (symbols) in Wébaxu Ni.

(1]
Usni-athathisho® i~ 1~ -X- North
ok o= o
5]
Orba i Mi U'étho"ba-ta 'E' B~ 'X' East
Shuoran ul vaul u[nlanxn-ijen
Wl
Morshté Nakada-tathisho" 'E' "0 'X- South
Zonen] Nanlezanun-vianhfudhon
)
Mi Ithé Thé B X~ West
Qul winl onl
0y
Huthuga 'E' aiy 'X" “All have a voice”

[ Ruljuxn
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@3A Match the Wébaxu Ni consonants to the corresponding letters.

il . i
ZIRZP . P
NN . . KK
21 . . Ch" chr

@3B Match the Wébaxu Ni consonants to the corresponding letters.

Z N7 . P'p
NEN P T
2l Q. . KK

@C Match the supplementary Wébaxu Ni sounds to the corresponding letters.

M. . Ff
Al . o LI
NN . Vv
Nl Nl . e Th th semcees
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@D Match the supplementary Wébaxu Ni sounds to the corresponding sounds.

In . e YU
IN o Vi
m . e IO
ia . o fi
Il . . ye
n . e YO
IIN « e U
I . o e
a . e ya
Iu . e ra
Ml . o ur
N|I . e OF
Hi . o er
Of . o ir
1] e ar
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@A Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

Pa/ pa

1. Hi/hi

2.A/a

3. Si/si

4. 171

NIn

NI

<

i

A

S\
PN

Nose / nose

NN

NI

Teeth / teeth
<M

)
A

Arms / arms

Feet / feet

Naw
la

Mouth / mouth
U

K
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@B Trace and write the following words in Wébaxu Ni.

17l

r
iz

Nuopihcam
i

iz

No"shki

no"shki

1. I"de

i"de

2. No"zhi"ha

no"zhi"ha

PN

SNHIATN

MILAINI
AT

ZADIN )

by

<N

=

XN

AN

Head / head

Face / face

Hair / hair
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3. I"shta

i"shta

4. No"xide

no"xide

5. Théba

théba

p XL N
P | AN

i
il

Jiofa

ZAmEinlN

S AR

|~|~lmgulvj\m

AN

Eyes / eyes

Ears / ears

Chin / chin
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Front Neck / front neck

6. Nude Zaulin
ZaulAT

nide Naulia
plalam

Hands / hands
7. No'be ZANNIN
£ N
ZADINI.
no'be NN

NI
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@ Trace and write the following sentences in Wébaxu Ni.

Comb your hair. No"zhi"ha-tho" gaha.

Samfhmiin 4 neinl
i X PZ RN 2o 4 WNoWOl

1. Open your eyes. I"shta-tho" thibtha.

p XTI 17 N 2R IS T
p U o N IS

2. Clean your ears. No"xide-t"e thisihi.

Ameinlian S Junauliin,
Zammlan Y bl

3. Wash your hands. No"bé-t"e thizha.

ZUINCI R0 1
ool Ya oy fn.

4. | washed my hands. Wi no"be-t"e agthi"zha.

ZJM |~|~1un§m 111 nouup pn.
Al NN R i
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5. Blow your nose.

Nn M mm.

6. Cover your mouth.

S U1 nlianeinuan.

s Y nlbaneiman,

7. Clean your teeth.

n 24 Ymdpnl
R 2 Y,

8. Raise your arms.

n 24 yunvaopim
NI 24 Ao

9. Lower your arms.

n 24 Yuelnlian,
Nm Za ynRinla,

10. Stretch your body.

<wlxn 2 I%nlwnﬁuqn.

<wlbam Ja Nanlbamezmn,

Pa-t"e gazhi".

|-t"e agaxada.

Hi-k"e thizha.

A-k"e thimdnshi.

A-k"e thihida.

Zhuga-k"e sadakitha.
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@ Match the Wébaxu Ni symbols to the corresponding symbols.

° ° ' [exclamation mark]

° & [and] (mostly used in titles)

/]_/ o e , [comma]

b . o $ [dollar sign]

A/ ° e . [period]

E ° . °/o [percentage sign]
/ . e ? [question mark]

Washkon!
Nojhopy

Try your best!
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@ Match the Wébaxu Ni symbols to the corresponding symbols.

° e < [less-than sign]

° ° \ [backslash]

= [greater-than sign]

° . / [slash]
° ° } [right curly bracket]**
° ° [ [left square bracket]*

° ] [right square bracket]*
° . ) [right round bracket]
° o [left double quotation mark]

° . } [right curly bracket]**

VP INALANYPPNT >~V

| [vertical bar]

—
[
[ J

( [left round bracket]

° ® _ [underscore]

s

7 [right double quotation mark]

*Square brackets are used when referring to clans or tribes.
**Curly brackets are used for text that is meant to be sung.
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Match the Wébaxu Ni numbers to the corresponding numbers.

no. .4

no. .6

Hno. .8

Hno. .1

H . .7

Hno. .2

Ho. . 1,000,000,000
Ho. .3

0. .5

no. . 1,000,000
H . . 100
mo. . 50

ho. .0

ho. . 1,000

i
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@9A Trace and write the following symbols in Wébaxu Ni.

.[period]
’ I ! l ’[comma]
! /]/ 4?///]1;7 ’ /V '
) ’ ‘ [exclamation mark]
? » N o7
: : ’ [question mark]
& Ao boa
[and] (mostly used in titles)
% [ /o

[percentage sign]

Waniphi-achon!
NofiRin-odlor

You re really good at this!
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9B Rewrite the following words in Wébaxu Ni.
((

[left round bracket]

[left round bracket]

[left square bracket]*

[left square bracket]”

<

[less-than sign]

>

[greater-than sign]

/

[slash]

\

[backslash]

[vertical bar]

Enderscore]

€«

PN LA NP NT <

[left double quotation mark]

[right double quotation mark]

{ v (
AVAN

RE R 2Z2RNT TS

[left curly bracket]**

[right curly bracket]**
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@0 Trace and write the following numbers in Wébaxu Ni.

|

2

3

100

1,000,000

1,000,000,000

A

i
n
A
o
f
0
R
0
g
B
H
f
t
fh

—
) o
—

—\— —\— —y
o )( o o )
—N=—= —N=—= —A

ce 2d

e =g

—Vv—)
\V/ 7/
[ )\ Y
(IN—™

—
LEANAN
A=

—\ = [V
AN ) \\
—N= —

cd

== — —\—=
== — D: — ==
N— —A —A—

EE

R

q

0

50

100

1,000
1,000,000

1,000,000,000



This public domain and downloadable for
free from the following link and/or QR code:

http://2ttf.com/RTDpiMR5

PIN CODE: 2384
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha”) [full list of characters]
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and downloadable for

free from the following link and/or QR code:

http://2ttf.com/YY SimBwf

PIN CODE: 5191
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha Bold”) [full list of characters]
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and downloadable for
free from the following link and/or QR code:
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PIN CODE: 6875
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha Round”) [full list of characters]
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This public domain and downloadable for|
free from the following link and/or QR code:

http://2ttf.com/O401JZpD

PIN CODE: 4136
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha Curved”) [full list of characters]
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This public domain and downloadable for
free from the following link and/or QR code:
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha Handwriting”) [full list of characters] | PIN CODE: 0070
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This public domain and downloadable for
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Font for Wébaxu Ni (“Omaha Cursive”) [full list of characters]
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