
LLL  

 
LLL is a writing system that is being developed by Levi Layague Miranda since 2004. It is intended to be 
used to write Tagalog, but its rule sets can also be implemented to transcribe other major languages of 
the Philippines. 
LLL could make it easier for Tagalog speakers to recognize, learn and appreciate terms from other 
Philippine languages. It has 777 basic characters and thousands of derivative characters. All of the 
characters are based on the form and strokes of the Baybayin, an ancient Philippine script. The Baybayin 
characters and strokes are blocked, reversed and combined to form new characters that represent 
individual root words. LLL employs a number of methods/rules in blocking or stacking to promote easier 
character recognition and readability. These methods are based on the Baybayin kudlit system and on 
the techniques in producing semantic-phonetic Chinese characters. 
 
 
Notable Features 
 

 Type of writing system: semantic-phonetic 

 Direction of writing: left to right in horizontal lines 

 Used to write: Tagalog and other languages of the Philippines 
 
 
LLL Levels 
 
Characters and rule sets in LLL are classified into seven (7) levels of understanding, with Level 1 as the 
most basic and Level 7 as the standard. 

 Level 1 (Modified Baybayin; Fundamental Brief Forms and Punctuation) 

 Level 2 (Tails;  Primary Brief Forms) 

 Level 3 (LLL Syllabary; Panlapi Equivalents) 

 Level 4 (Heads; Secondary Brief Forms) 

 Level 5 (Monosyllabic Roots; Primary Tail-Syllabary Combinations) 

 Level 6 (Filipino Names; Secondary Tail-Syllabary Combinations) 

 Level 7 (Non-Tagalog Filipino Words; Tertiary Tail-Syllabary Combinations) 
 
 

Level 1A: Modified Baybayin 
 
The Baybayin serves as a building block for practically all LLL characters. However the Baybayin is only 
used to denote LLL character pronunciations are are not used in LLL scripts. This usage is similar to 
Bopomofo in Chinese. The Baybayin strokes are also modified, i.e. some of the curves are replaced by 
straight lines, for simplification purposes. 
 
 
 
 
 



The  following are the 17 modified Baybayin characters: 
 

 
 
For other syllable sounds, "kudlit" or marks are used. The rules for using kudlit are as follows:  "i-kudlit" 
(symbol: `) is placed on top of characters to change the   ending vowels  to "i", or at   the  right side to 
change  to "e";  "u-kudlit" (symbol: o) is placed   at the bottom of  character  to change the ending 
vowels  to "u", or at  the right side to change  to "o";  "pananggal" kudlit (symbol: v) or cancellation mark 
is placed at the bottom  of  characters  to cancel the  vowel sound  (e.g. ba + <cancellation mark at the 
bottom> = b). 
  
  



The following table illustrates the kudlit rules (NOTE: i and u are exceptions to the rules): 
 

 
 

For foreign consonant sounds (v, ch, r, j, f, sh and th), "panayuhan" kudlit (symb      ) or foreign mark is 
placed above characters for ba, ka, da, ga, fa, sa and ta, respectively. For "z", character for "s" is used.   
 
 
 



The kudlit rules are likewise applicable to this set of characters: 
 
 

 
 
Level 1B: Fundamental Brief Forms and Punctuation 
 
A  brief form in LLL is composed of a single character and is an abbreviation of a word. The seven (7) 
fundamental brief forms are the following: 
 

 
 



The first three (3) characters, for araw, buwan and  taon, can be used to write dates: 
 

 
 

The following table presents the punctuation marks used in LLL. They are based on Baybayin and 
Japanese punctuation marks.  All other marks not included in this list remain as they are in English. 
 

 
 
Level 2A: Tails 
Tails are semantic (conceptual) components and are used in secondary brief forms (Level 4B) and are 
combined with LLL syllables (Level 3A) to form thousands of unique characters (Levels 5B, 6B and 7B).  
Tails can be classified into "parent" or "daughter" tails. There are 17 parent tails and they are based on 
the 17 modified baybayin characters respectively. Parent tails denote general ideas. The daughter tails 
are combinations of two (2) parent tails, although not all are used. In fact only six (6) daughters per 
parent tail are assigned. Daughter tails represent specific ideas. There are 17 + 17 x 6 = 119 tails. 
 
 
 



The following are the parent tails: 
 

 



Daughter tails of alam (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of isip (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of ulo (parent) tail: 
 

 



Daughter tails of buhay (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of kilos (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of daigdig (parent) tail: 
 

 



Daughter tails of ganda (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of harap (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of likas (parent) tail: 
 

 



Daughter tails of mahal (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of buti (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of ngalan (parent) tail: 
 

 



Daughter tails of panginoon (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of sukat (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of tangi (parent) tail: 
 

 



Daughter tails of tao (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
Daughter tails of liit (parent) tail: 
 

 
 
 
  



Level 2B: Primary Brief Forms 
 
The primary brief forms represent the 119 most basic words and numerals of Tagalog. They composed 
of two (2) baybayin characters or strokes stacked/combined on a convenient manner. 
 
Group 1: 

 



Group 2: 

 



Group 3: 

 



Group 4: 

 



Group 5: 
 

 
 



Group 5 (cont.): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Level 3A: LLL Syllabary 
 
The purpose of this system is to write non-Asian loan words (e.g. from Spanish, English, German, etc.) 
and colloquial words, to differentiate them from Asian words loaned in Tagalog. The usage is similar to 
that of Katakana. The syllables resemble their Baybayin counterparts. It has special transformation and 
stacking rules. 
 



The following are the primary forms of the LLL Syllabary: 
 

 



The letters with asterisks denote the  letter the character represent when used in acronyms. 
 
The primary forms can be transformed to secondary forms in order to represent syllables: 
 

 
 



Primary forms can be combined with secondary forms to produce tertiary forms which can represent 
syllables with the form vowel + consonant or consonant + vowel + consonant. The primary forms 
(letters) can be affixed/inserted on secondary forms (syllables) on specific sites,  equivalent to placing 
kudlit in Level 1A.  For syllables ending in "a", the primary form is attached to the right of the secondary 
form; for syllables ending in "i" or "e", the primary form is placed on the cavity at the top of the 
secondary form (similar to placing i-kudlit on top of a Level 1A character); and for syllables ending in "u" 
or "o",  the primary form is placed on the cavity at the bottom of the secondary form (similar to placing 
u-kudlit at the bottom of a Level 1A character). The following tables illustrate these stacking principles: 
 

 



 
  



 
 
  



 
  



 
 
  



Examples: 
 

 
 
 
 
Level 3B: Panlapi Equivalents 

 
"Panlapi" or prefixes, suffixes and infixes play a vital role in the Tagalog language therefore it is 
necessary to have equivalent characters for panlapi. 
 



The following are the basic forms of panlapi equivalents: 
 

 



The panlapi equivalents can be stacked on top and at the bottom of any root word (brief form, 
syllabary  or tail-syllabary combination), with a maximum of two (2) at the top and one (1) at the bottom. 
The panlapi equivalents are also modified or simplified when stacked. The table and example below 
illustrate this stacking principle. 
 
Table of stacked forms: 
 

 



Stacking examples: 
 

 
 
Level 1 kudlit can also be used as follows: 
 

 
 
  



Level 4A: Heads 
Heads are combinations of up to two (2) Level 1 characters (modified baybayin) and serve as phonetic 
components for secondary brief forms (Level 4B). 
 
Heads starting with "a": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "i": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "u": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "ba": 
 

 
 
 
  



Heads starting with "ka": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "da": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "ga": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "ha": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "la": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "ma" and "na": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "pa" and "nga": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "sa": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "ta": 
 

 
 
  



Heads starting with "wa" and "ya": 
 

 
 
 
Level 4B: Secondary Brief Forms 

 
Each of the 119 tails bears four (4) brief forms, and they represent the additional commonly used words 
in Tagalog (aside from the ones represented by the fundamental and primary brief forms). There are 119 
x 4 = 576 secondary brief forms. A secondary brief form is composed of a head (Level 4A) and a tail 
(Level 2A).  
 
  



Brief  forms under alam tail: 

 



Brief  forms under isip tail: 

 



Brief  forms under ulo tail: 

 



Brief  forms under buhay tail: 

 



Brief  forms under kilos tail: 

 



Brief  forms under daigdig tail: 

 



Brief  forms under ganda tail: 

 



Brief  forms under harap tail: 

 



Brief  forms under likas tail: 

 



Brief  forms under mahal tail: 

 



Brief  forms under buti tail: 

 



Brief  forms under ngalan tail: 

 



Brief  forms under panginoon tail: 

 



Brief  forms under sukat tail: 

 



Brief  forms under tangi tail: 

 



Brief  forms under tao tail: 

 



Brief  forms under liit tail: 

 



Level 5A: Monosyllabic Roots 
 
Some of the words in Tagalog have monosyllabic origins. One example is "pit" (close together) which is 
found in lapit, sapit, dapit, higpit, ipit, sipit, hipit, kapit, etc., all of which has related meanings. 
Monosyllabic roots should be taken into consideration when choosing the right tails for Levels 5-7 
characters. 
 
Level 5B: Primary Tail-Syllabary Combinations 
 
The number of brief forms is limited to 119 primary and 576 secondary to prevent confusion in reading. 
For words that are not included in the brief forms lists and are of Asian origin, they are transcribed using 
tail-syllabary combinations. The LLL syllabary is used as phonetic components of these characters. The 
stacking rules are also applied. The choice of tail to be used per word in question is depends on user's 
discretion, prioritizing the meaning given by monosyllabic roots if present within the word at hand. For 
short words, i.e. words that can be represented by a maximum of two (2) Level 1 (modified baybayin) 
characters or repeated roots/syllables such as bitbit, laglag, etc., the rules as illustrated in the examples 
below are applied. Only the first syllable is present together with a marker which represents the vowel 
of the second syllable. 
 
  



Examples: 

 
 
Level 6A: Filipino Names 
 
The i-kudlit can be placed on the lower left corner of characters  to denote place and family names that 
are of Asian origin. It can also be used to represent capital letters when attached to Level 3A basic 
characters. 
 



Examples: 
 

 
 
 
Level 6B: Secondary Tail-Syllabary Combinations 
For medium words, i.e. words that can be represented by a maximum of three (3) Level 1 (modified 
baybayin) characters, in which the pananggal-kudlit is not used in the middle of the word, the rules as 
illustrated in the examples below are applied. 
 
  



Examples: 
 

 



Level 7A: Non-Tagalog Filipino Words 
 
The i-kudlit can be placed on the lower right corner of characters to denote words that are not in use in 
Tagalog but is present in vocabularies of other Philippine languages. 
 
Examples: 
 

 
 
  



Level 7B: Tertiary Tail-Syllabary Combinations 
 
For long words, i.e. words that can be cannot be represented by Levels 5B and 6B, the rules as illustrated 
in the examples below are applied. 
 
Examples: 
 

 
 



 
Sample Text in LLL 
 

 
 
Tagalog Version 
 
Ang lahat ng tao'y isinilang na malaya at pantay-pantay sa karangalan at mga karapatan. Sila'y 
pinagkalooban ng katwiran at budhi at dapat magpalagayan ang isa't-isa sa diwa ng pagkakapatiran. 
 
Translation 
 
All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood. 
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 
 


